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The End of the CSS Alabama  

James Gindlesperger is a chemical engineer and 
his wife, Suzanne, is a cofounder of Pennwriters, 
a professional organization for published and 
aspiring authors. The couple lives in Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania and are members of the Friends of 
Gettysburg Foundation, the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, and the Civil War 
Preservation Trust.  

They have, singly or together, authored, four Civil 
War books: So You Think You Know Gettysburg? 
The Stories behind the Monuments and the Men 
Who Fought One of America's Most Epic Battles; 
So You Think You Know Antietam?, The Stories 
Behind America's Bloodiest Day; Escape from 
Libby Prison; and their topic for our June 
meeting: Fire on the Water: The USS Kearsarge 
And the CSS Alabama. 

The CSS Alabama, under Captain Raphael 
Semmes, raided Union merchant ships for nearly 
two years. The Alabama accounted for almost 
one of every four Union merchant ships lost 
during the entire Civil War, with more than 60 
ships destroyed. The USS Kearsarge, captained 
first by Charles Pickering and later by John 
Winslow, chased the Alabama around the world. 
Winslow vowed to end the trail of destruction 
caused by the Alabama. The two finally met in an 
epic battle off the coast of France on June 19, 
1864. Our June quests will examine the voyages 
of the Alabama and the Kearsarge toward their 
destiny. Using the words of the participants, they 
offer a rare look into life at sea during the 
American Civil War. This tale of raw adventure 
and extraordinary courage as well as the 
controversies in after-the-battle studies promise 
to be an excellent program.  Be there.  
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Brad Quinlin in May 

Our thanks to local historian, Brad Quinlin, for his 
presentation on the Atlanta Campaign at our May 
meeting.  Brad’s knowledge and insights into the 
individual participants of the campaign, gained 
from his extensive research of the letters they 
wrote, is truly extraordinary.  Our thanks again for 
a great program. 

June Meeting 
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED  

Please mail your reservation check for 
$33.00 per person to: 

David Floyd 
4696 Kellogg Drive, SW 
Lilburn, GA 30047- 4408 

To reach David no later than noon on the 
Friday preceding the meeting 

TO REACH DAVID NO LATER THAN NOON 
ON THE FRIDAY PRECEDING THE MEETING 

E-mail / telephone reservations not accepted 

Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 

Time: Cocktails: ......... 5:30 pm 
 Dinner: ............. 7:00 pm 

Place:  Capital City Club - Downtown 
 7 John Portman Blvd. 

Price: $33.00 per person 

Program: The End of the CSS 
Alabama 

 James Gindlesperger 



150 Years Ago 

4 June 1864:  Joe Johnston withdraws from the 
Dallas-New Hope line to Lost Mountain - 
Pine Mountain - Brushy Mountain  

14 June 1864:  Gen  Leonidas Polk is killed at 
Pine Mountain by artillery ordered by Gen. 
Sherman.  

19 June 1864:  Following an hour battle with the 
USS Kearsarge off the coast of France, the 
CSS Alabama.  

22 June 1864:  Battle of Kolb’s Farm. 

27 June 1864:  Battle of Kennesaw Mountain. 
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Upcoming Events 

June 1, 2014:  Living history and hikes 
commemorating the battle of Picketts Mill at 
the Picketts Mill Battlefield State Historic Site 
near Dallas. Military and civilian camps and 
demonstrations. 9:00 am - 2:00 pm, Sunday. 
Admission free with park fee  $3.00 - $5.50 . 
gastateparks.orgPickettsMillBattlefield  

June 14, 2014:  Lecture, "Impact of Sherman's 
Atlanta Campaign: From Pickett's Mill to 
Kennesaw Mountain," 1908 Kennesaw 
Depot on the tracks in downtown Kennesaw. 
2 pm. Free.southernmuseum.org  

June 20 - 22, 2014:  Living history, "Sherman at 
the Gates", camp on Marietta Square in 
Marietta. mariettacivilwar.com  

August 17, 2014:  Fourth Annual Blue & Gray 
BBQ.  Sunday, 5:30 - 8:30 pm.  Location and 
details to be announced at the June Round 
Table meeting. 

June 26, 2014:  Lecture, "The Battle of 
Kennesaw Mountain," at the Atlanta History 
Center in Atlanta. 8 pm., $10.00, atlanta 
historycenter.com  

June 26 - 29, 2014:  Anniversary activities at the 
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park 
in Kennesaw includes tours, living history 
and music. Complete schedule:  
battleofkennesawmountain150.com  

July 3, 2014:  Candlelight walking tour, "Bleeding 
Gray and Blue: Marietta's Civil War 
Hospitals", in Marietta. 8 pm. $25. 
mariettacivilwar.com  

Fourth Annual Blue & Gray BBQ 

Save the date of Sunday, August 17 from 5:30-
8:30 pm for our kickoff of the 2014-2015 
campaign year with our new officers and board.  
There will be an announcement at the June 
meeting of the special location chosen for our 
traditional BBQ.  

www.cwrta.org 

Message from the President 

The June meeting will be the last of the 
campaign year.  It will include the election and 
swearing in of officers.  Of necessity, it will be a 
long meeting and the election and swearing in 
will be the last event.  The dinner bell will be rung 
at 6:35 to give us more time.  Please plan to be 
there then and plan to stay until the meeting is 
adjourned.  People walking out before our 
speaker is finished has become an 
embarrassment to our Round Table.  Such 
conduct is hurting our reputation among those in 
Civil War community.  Please honor your new 
board by staying to the end.    --  Art Carey 

May Field Trip 

On behalf of the Activities Committee, thanks to 
all the members who sold out our "Private Sam 
Watkins 150th Anniversary Tour of the Atlanta 
Campaign Tour". We had perfect weather for our 
excellent tour guides. Tom Cartwright, Lee White, 
and Brad Quinlin, all did a great job. Special 
thanks to the Adairsville Depot for hosting our 
lunch, David Floyd for handling our monies, Hank 
Frampton for his photography, and again to the 
members who attended and made it a success.  
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